
British Literature I 2322 

Instructor: Ashley Arroyo  
Office: WH 229 
Phone: 432-335-6545 
Email: aarroyo@odessa.edu 
 
Course Purpose: Consists of reading and analyzing significant works of British literature 
from the Old English period through the Neoclassical period.  Requires research paper or 
several short analytical papers.  Required of all English majors.   
 
Prerequisite: English 1301 and 1302 must be successfully completed before enrolling in 
English 2322. 
 
Scans: 1, 2, and 9 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

• Demonstrate the ability to think critically about notable works of British 
literature from the Middle Ages to the end of the 18 century; 

• Demonstrate the ability to read assigned texts closely, develop interpretational 
analyses of these texts, and clearly articulate the findings of these critical 
interpretational analyses; 

• Recognize the major movements and periods of British Literature from the Middle 
Ages through the 18th century 

• Discuss the basic and more abstract elements of different genres of literature of 
this period using the appropriate literary terminology; 

• Recognize recurring cultural and literary themes as they appear in selected works 
of this period of British literature; 

• Communicate this understanding of British Literature using well-organized, lucid 
prose.  

 
 
Required Materials: 

• The Longman Anthology of British Literature, Volume One, 4th ed. 
• Access to a computer 
• A computer file storage device, preferably a USB drive 



• Folder or notebook 
• Thesaurus and dictionary (recommended) 

 
Course Assignments: 

• Essays (2)   20% 
• Research Paper  15% 
• Class Participation 5% 
• Tests (3)   30% 
• Quizzes   10% 
• Final Exam  20% 

 
My Philosophy: 
You can succeed in this class, and you can get and will get the grade that you are willing 
to work for.  I maintain rigorous standards, but I will help you in any way that I can 
because I do want all of you to be successful.  My goal is to help you develop you 
analytical reading skills, your critical thinking skills, and to continue to develop your 
ability to clearly articulate your ideas.  These are skills that will serve you well in 
other classes, in job situations, and in your own personal development.  I also hope that 
you enjoy the reading and find some authors and works that you like.  I encourage you to 
talk to me if you have questions, concerns, or problems in the class.  If you cannot come to 
my scheduled office hours, other meeting times can be arranged.  I can also assist you in 
arraigning the use of other helpful resources.  I hope we can have an interesting, 
productive, and fun semester together.  
 
Attendance and Late Work: 

• Taking attendance is now mandatory.  I will take role every day. 
• After three weeks of absences (9 absences in a MWF and 6 in a TTH class), you will 

not be allowed to turn in late work. 
• After three weeks of absences, I will not drop any minor assignments in averaging 

your final grade.  
• If you are tardy, it is your responsibility to make sure that the absence is changed 

to a tardy.  After class the absence will remain on my role sheet.  
• For everyone, no matter how many absences, I will deduct five points per weekday 

for major essays turned in late;  
• If you miss an exam, you will lose five points per weekday for each day you delay 

past the original test day.  After one week, you forfeit the right to take the test 



and will receive a zero for that grade.  The make-up test will be a five question 
essay exam. 

• Minor grades that depend on timeliness, like reading quizzes and classroom 
activities cannot be made up, meaning that if you are absent or late and miss a 
graded assignment, you must take a zero for that assignment.  Other minor 
activities that are turned in and graded later can be turned in late, but will 
lose the same five points per weekday as major assignments and exams. 

 
Plagiarism: 
Simply put, plagiarism is turning in work that you claim to be your own, but is not yours; 
in other words, parts of it or all of it comes from another source.  
 
Plagiarism occurs if you do any of the following without giving proper credit to the real 
author of the material: directly quote from another author’s material, paraphrase from 
another author’s material, or even borrow an idea from another author’s material. 

• If you are caught plagiarizing material on any assignment (tests, essays, discussion 
board posts, journals), you will receive a zero on the assignment in question. 

• If you are caught plagiarizing material a second time, you will receive an F for the 
course. In cases of plagiarism, the relevant administrators will be contacted. 

Ineligible Materials for Assignments 
Please abstain from using material (quoted, paraphrased, or otherwise borrowed) from 
interpretational resources (such as Spark Notes, Cliffs Notes, etc.) or from essay sites 
(123HelpMe, etc.) as the basis of your discussions.  While proving plagiarism can be 
difficult, it is not so difficult to tell when a student has relied on a supplemental website 
for assistance instead of on the actual text.  While this kind of laziness may not always 
qualify as plagiarism, it does demonstrate that you are not meeting the class 
requirements and your grade will reflect that. 

• If your discussion relies on these kinds of websites, the highest grade you will be 
able to get on that assignment will be a 65(D). 

• If your discussion uses materials other than those designated for the assignment, 
the highest possible grade you can get on that particular assignment will be a 75 
(C).   

• As the policy above states, if it can be proven that you have plagiarized from any 
source; you will incur the stated failing grades. 

 
Computer Access: 



You need to have regular access to a computer for this class: 
• Internet—you need to have dependable access to the internet 
• Word Processor—All assignments should be typed, saved to your computer, and 

then submitted to Blackboard.  If you don’t have Word, most computers come with 
Works already loaded.  Make sure to save documents in Rich Text Format.   

• Blackboard—you are responsible for any materials that can be found in our 
Blackboard course 

• Odessa College Email—when I send messages and reminders, they will go to this 
email.  You are responsible for any information sent to your OC email account. 

• PowerPoint—You can open PowerPoints in Blackboard.  Here is a link for a free 
PowerPoint viewer: 
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=048dc840-14el-467d-
8dca-19d2a8fd7485&displaylang=en. 

• Adobe Reader—If you don’t have this already, you can download for free at 
http://www.adobe.com/. 

 
*Not having computer access in not an acceptable excuse for failing to complete 
assignments on time. 
 
Class Behavior: 

• You will be expected to be courteous of your instructor and your classmates.   
• No social use of technology.  If you must have your phone out for an emergency 

please let me know before class starts.  
• Remember that you are free to express your opinion on any subject, but you are not 

free to: 
o Be disrespectful of another person’s opinion or attack someone else on 

personal grounds, even as a joke. 
o Be disrespectful of any religion, race, gender, age group, sexual 

orientation, or political position, even as a joke. 
o Use language that may be classified as obscene or profane. 

 
Grading Rubric: College level courses 
 
A= An “A” paper is nearly perfect.  It is well organized with a clear thesis, well 
developed with vivid details and examples, and contains a variety of sentence patterns.  



It has almost no grammatical or mechanical or spelling errors.  Secondary sources are 
smoothly integrated.  The vocabulary and diction are advanced. 
 
B= A “B” paper is very well done.  It is well organized with a clear thesis, well developed 
with vivid details and examples, and contains a variety of sentence patterns.  It may 
contain occasional grammatical or mechanical or spelling errors, but they do not 
interfere with meaning or distract the reader. 
 
C= A “C” paper is basically a simple paper.  It is simply organized with a clear focus on 
the subject by the end of paragraph one (but may not contain a thesis or clear main idea).  
The development is basic with few examples, but it will lack vivid details to illustrate 
ideas.  It lacks sentence variety, but may attempt it with basic compound and complex 
sentences.  It may contain grammatical or mechanical or spelling errors, but they do not 
interfere with meaning or distract the reader enough to warrant a failing grade.  There 
may be a few flaws, such as, run-ons and apostrophe errors, which the writer still must 
master. 
 
D= A “D” paper attempts the assignment.  It may attempt a focus but may not clearly 
establish the subject or may wander from the subject.  The development lacks specificity, 
but there may be an attempt to develop with simple examples.  Grammatical and 
mechanical errors interfere with the meaning and distract the reader, or one serious 
error may overwhelm the paper.  The writer needs to master many basic skills, such as 
spelling and sentence construction. 
 
F= An “F” paper is clearly below the expectations of Freshman English.  There is no focus, 
little development, and numerous errors that interfere with meaning.  
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Unit One:   The Middle Ages:  Anglo Saxon Period  
Discussion of the Anglo Saxon period; research essay assignment; culminates with test 
 
Unit Two:   16th Century (Renaissance Period) 
Discussion and assigned readings for the 16th Century/Renaissance period; possible short 
writing assignment topic; culminates with test  
 



Unit Three:  17th Century 
Discussion and assigned readings for the 17th Century period; possible short writing 
assignment topic; culminates with test or quiz 
 
Unit Four:  Restoration and the 18th Century  
Discussion and assigned readings for the Restoration/18th Century period; possible short 
writing assignment topic; culminates with test 
 
Final Exam: 
Comprehensive final exam requires that students implement the various analytical skills 
which they have learned during the course of the semester. 
 
Special Needs 
Odessa College complies with Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you have any special needs or issues 
pertaining to your access to and participation in this or any other class at Odessa 
College, please feel free to contact me to discuss your concerns. You may also call the 
Office of Disability services at 432-335-6861 to request assistance and accommodations. 
 
Learning Resource Center 
The Library, known as the Learning Resources Center, provides research assistance via 
the LRC's catalog (print books, videos, e-books) and databases (journal and magazine 
articles). Research guides covering specific subject areas, tutorials, and the "Ask a 
Librarian” service provide additional help. 
 
Student Email 
Please access your Odessa College Student E-mail, by following the link to either set up or 
update your account: http://www.odessa.edu/gmail/. All correspondence should be 
through your Odessa College email account. 
 
Technical Support 
For Blackboard username and password help and for help accessing your online course 
availability and student email account contact the Student Success Center at 432-335-
6878 or online at https://www.odessa.edu/dept/ssc/helpdesk_form.htm.  
 
 



 Important School Policies 
Information regarding student support services, academic dishonesty, disciplinary actions, 
special accommodations, etc., can be found in the Odessa College Student Handbook. 
 


