
Turabian Documentation - The Research Paper
Documentation and the Reference list 

When you use the words or original ideas of another person in your writing, you need to document, or give credit to, the sources of those 
words and ideas. If exact words are used, quotation marks are necessary. If you paraphrase or restate the idea in your own words, quotation 
marks are not needed, but documentation of the source is still required.

When using the A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (Turabian) format, sources are briefly identified in the 
text of the research paper. Later, a more detailed citation is required in a “References” list located at the end of the paper.  On this sheet are 
examples of how to document a source and how to do a References list. Not all types of sources are covered in this handout. For more 
information check the A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations 7th ed. ©2007, Call Number: 
R 808.02 T929m7.

Parenthetical Documentation
Parenthetical documentation is used to briefly identify the sources and page numbers of information you have used in writing your paper. The 
documentation should be integrated smoothly into the text of your paper, rather than listed separately as in footnotes.

• Parenthetical information must include author, year, and specific page or other locating information. (If a work has two authors, cite both 
names.) If a quotation is used in midsentence, parenthetical information is inserted after the end quotation marks. 

 EXAMPLE: The structure of advertising is changing in newspaper groups because “as more and more of their potential customers  
          connect through high-speed, always-on broadband” (Nicholas and Rowlands, 2008, 145), clients are wanting more 
          advertising dollars diverted to online channels. 

• For articles published online with no page numbers, use author and year. If author’s name is used in the text it may be omitted from the 
parenthetical citation. 

 
 EXAMPLE: According to Cameron Gordon “ The issue of poverty in America began to gain prominence in the early 1960’s.”  
                                    (2007).

• For books or journal articles with no author given, include four distinctive words from the title and italicize the title. 
 
  EXAMPLE: The Ohio State University study suggests that “children who grow-up in single-mother households have problems not
                        so much because of the lack of a father, but because of the lack of a second parent and because single mothers are  
           more likely to be disadvantaged in terms of income” (Debate Over a Father’s,  2007, 8).

• For magazines and newspaper articles with no author given, use title of magazine or newspaper in place of author’s name and italicize 
the title.

 EXAMPLE:  When asked to give a speach in Nashville Governor Johnson claimed “He had always been a Democrate, but in true                     
          sense.  True Democracy meant the elevation of the masses” (New York Times, 1864, 4).

• NOTE: For paraphrasing or referring to an idea from another work, you still need to provide author’s name and year in parenthetical    
format. Also for further information on Special Elements and Format issues, check section 18.3.2 of the manual.

 

REFERENCES

A list of  “references” has all the sources that contribute ideas and information to your paper. It is arranged in alphabetical order by the 
author’s last name. If a source doesn’t list an author, then arrange alphabetically by the first word of the title (ignore “A”, “An”, and “The”).  
Other Rules: If you have a second work by the same author, give the author’s name in the first reference and arrange by year of publications 
with the earliest first. All following references with the same author replace author’s name with a long dash (3-em dash ——— ).

NOTE: On the “References” if an entry takes more than one line, the second line should be indented 1/2 inch and single spaced.  
Double spaced between each entry.

PRINT BOOKS
Author’s name as shown on title page. Year. Title of the work. Location: Publisher. 

• Book, One Author
 Hay, Louise L. 1995. Life! Reflections on your journey. Carson: Hay House.

  
         



References continued
 

• Book Two Authors
 Schweikart. Larry and Michael Allen. 2004. A patriot’s history of the United States: From Columbus’s great discovery to the war on  
           terror. London: Sentinel.

• Book with Editors
 Soohoo, Cynthia, Catherine Albisa, and Martha F. Davis, eds. 2009. Bringing human rights home: A history of human rights in the   
            United States. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

• Book Chapter  
 Geiger, Marianne B. 1998. Mercy Otis Warren. In Portraits of American women: From settlement to the present., eds. G. J. 
                          Barker-Benfield and Catherine Clinton, 121-135. New York: Oxford University Press.

• Book Part of a Formal Series 
 Ponnuru, Ramesh. 2009. Spending can be controlled only by cutting the size of government. Government Spending, ed. Mitchell  
             Young. Detroit: Greenhaven Press. 
 

PERIODICAL PRINT PUBLICATIONS (Journals, Magazines, and Newspapers)
Author name as shown on article. Year. Title of article. Title of the periodical  Volume,  No. (Other date information if provided): pages. 

Note: Magazines do not require volume or no. 

• Scholarly Journal Article
 Cohen, Michael A. 2010. The myth of a kinder, gentler war. World Policy Journal 27, no. 1 [Spring]: 75-86.

• Magazine Article 
 Eisenbert, Daniel. 1999. Eyeing the competition. Time, March 22, 58-60.  
  

• Newspaper Article 
 Sack, Kevin. 2010. Medicaid cut places states in budget bind. New York Times, late edition east coast, June 8, A1. 

 

WEB PUBLICATIONS 
(Articles in databases or Web, Ebooks, and Webpages) 

Author name as shown on article. Year. Title of article. Title of the periodical  Volume,  No. (Other date information if provided): pages. URL [date accessed].
Note: Online magazines do not require volume or no.

• Journal Article 
 Garland, Sarah. 2004. U.S.-Mexico: Unmanned aircraft to patrol border. NACLA Report on the Americas 37, no. 6 [May/June]:  
             5-44. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=13103402&site=ehost-live [accessed June 16,  
             2010].

• Electronic Version of a Book 
 Hatfield, Ken. 2003. Heartland heroes: Remembering world war II. Columbia: University of Missouri Press.
                          http://www.netlibrary.com/ [accessed June 14, 2010].

• Magazine Article 
 Turner, Brian. 1998. The first steel battleship in the U.S. navy helped to start the Spanish-American war; the second helped to finish  
             it. Military History, February, 20. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=50402&site=ehost-live  
             [accessed June 18, 2010].

• Web Document or Web Page
 Rovner, Julie. Rising costs: A health care challenge for democrats. NPR. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.   
             php?storyId=127831338 [accessed June 20, 2010]. 
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