
Odessa College 
Intro to Algebra 

Fall 2013 
08/26/2013 – 12/12/2013 

 
Instructor:  Cacy Tischer                 ET 127C                     335-6378 
 
E-mail:  Ctischer@odessa.edu  
 
Course Number: 0372.29   M-W-F:  9:00 – 9:50 
 
 
Credit Hours: 3 
A developmental course that introduces elementary algebra with some arithmetic 
review. Includes signed numbers and rational numbers with operations through 
exponentiation; algebraic expressions and their operations; linear equations and 
inequalities including applications, graphs. The student will learn to select 
appropriate mathematical techniques and technologies and use skills in information 
organizing, processing, planning, and problem solving. Credit is not transferable. 
This course does not satisfy requirements for any degree plan at College. Placement 
testing is available. Attendance is mandatory for TASP/THEA liable students. Lab fee 
required. (SCANS 3, 8, 9)  Prerequisite: MATH 0371 passes with a C or better or 
satisfactory placement score.  Corequisite: 14 hours in the Math Academic Resource 
Lab. 
 
Course Objectives   

 
1.0             Performing algebraic operations with real numbers. 

  

2.0             Solve equations and inequalities and solve applied problems. 

  

3.0             Graph equations and inequalities. 

  

4.0             Verify equivalent expressions and perform basic operations with polynomials. 

  

5.0             Perform polynomial operations and factoring algebraic expressions 

 
Textbook:  Elementary and Intermediate Algebra; Bittinger, 6e 
                   MyMath Lab Software:  all homework done with this software 
 
Technology: 
 Students must have a valid e-mail address to register for computer software. The email 
address that you use to register your software will be the email address to which I will 
send any information or announcements.  Please check this account regularly.  It is 

mailto:Ctischer@odessa.edu


recommended that you use your Odessa College email address.  All work is done through 
the internet, so you need internet access. If you do not have access to the internet, you 
may use the computers in the math lab. 
 
 
Method of Evaluation:   Quizzes: 10% 

      Homework: 30%  
                                          Test:  40% 
                                          Final Exam:  20%  (Final is comprehensive)  
 

Percentage (%) Grade 
90-100 A 
80-89.9 B 
70-79.9 C 
60-69.9 D 

Below 60 F 
 
           
No Make-up on Homework or Test!! Make prior arrangements. 
No Late Homework Accepted.  
Failure to take Final Exam will result in receiving an F for the class  
 
Homework Due Dates: 

Section Date Assigned Date Due 
1.1 8.26 9.18 
1.2 8.28 9.18 
1.3 8.30 9.18 
1.4 9.4 9.18 
1.5 9.6 9.18 
1.6 9.9 9.18 
1.7 9.11 9.18 
1.8 9.13 9.18 

Chapter 1 Review 9.16 9.18 
Chapter 1 Test  9.18  

2.1-2.2 9.20 10.4 
2.3 9.23 10.4 
2.4 9.25 10.4 
2.5 9.27 10.4 

2.6-2.7 9.30 10.4 
Chapter 2 Review 10.2 10.4 

Chapter 2 Test 10.4  
3.1 10.7 10.23 
3.2 10.9 10.23 
3.3 10.11 10.23 

3.4-3.5 10.14 10.23 
3.6 10.16 10.23 



3.7 10.18 10.23 
Chapter 3 Review 10.21 10.23 

Chapter 3 Test 10.23  
4.1 10.25 11.13 
4.2 10.28 11.13 
4.3 10.30 11.13 
4.4 11.1 11.13 

4.5-4.6 11.4 11.13 
4.7 11.6 11.13 
4.8 11.8 11.13 

Chapter 4 Review 11.11 11.13 
Chapter 4 Test 11.13  

5.1 11.15 12.6 
5.2 11.18 12.6 
5.3 11.20 12.6 
5.4 11.22 12.6 

Factoring Review 11.25 12.6 
Review for final 12.2-12.6  

Final Exam  
 
 
NOTES:  You are required to print out your notes before class begins. 
Notes are located under the class notes tab in your MyMathLab or from the 
following website: https://sites.google.com/site/inter375 
 
Attendance:  Your Attendance is the greatest indicator of YOUR success.  
Student attendance at every class is expected.  You should expect that each 
absence would adversely affect your course grade.  This is a developmental 
course and state law requires class attendance.  You are allowed 7 missed class 
days.  On the 8th absence you will be given an F for the course. 
 
Testing: If for some reason you are going to miss a test, due to illness or family 
emergencies, I must be contacted BEFORE the test begins. Make-up tests will 
be given at my discretion only. 
 
Math Lab:  You are required to attend the Math lab for a total of 14 hours in the 
semester.  Do not wait until the last of the semester.  You can receive a 
maximum of 3 hours credit a week.  If you do not attend the lab, it will affect your 
grade and can even result in a failing grade. 
 
Cell Phones:  Cell phones must be placed on silent. Headphones and texting 
are not allowed during class. If caught texting or listening to your headphones, 
you will be given one warning, if it continues you will be asked to leave class. 
This will result in an absence. 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/inter375


Dropping 
The last day to drop a course at Odessa College for the fall semester of 2013 is 
November 12th. 
 
Conduct:  All students will be expected to abide by the OC Code of Classroom 
Etiquette.  I have provided a copy for you.  If you fail to abide by these rules, you 
will be asked to leave my classroom or be removed completely from my class. 
 
 
Back-Up Plan 
You must have a back-up plan for this course in case your primary computer fails 
during the semester.  Please detail the location of the two computers in your 
student information sheet. 
 
Office Hours:         
Monday: 8:15-9:00, 12:30-1:15 
Tuesday:  8:15-9:30, 1:00-2:00 
Wednesday:  8:15-9:00, 12:30-1:15 
Thursday:  8:15-9:30, 12:30-1:30 
Friday:  8:15-9:00 
 
Student Success Coaches 
The Odessa College Student Success Coaches will help you stay focused and 
on track to complete your educational goals.  If an instructor sees that you might 
need additional help or success coaching, he or she may submit a Retention 
Alert or a Starfish Alert.  A Student Success Coach will contact you to work 
toward a solution. 

Disclaimer 

This syllabus is tentative and subject to change in any part at the discretion of the instructor. Any changes 
will be in accordance with Odessa College policies. Students will be notified of changes, if any, in timely 
manner. 

General Course Requirements 
1. Attend class and participate. 
2. Contribute and cooperate with civility. 
3. Submit assignments on time. Late work will not be accepted. Medical and/or 

family circumstances that warrant an extension on assignments need to be 
presented to the instructor. Extensions will be allowed at the instructor’s 
discretion. 

 
Incomplete Policy 
An ‘Incomplete’ grade may be given only if: 

• The student has passed all completed work 
• If he/she has completed a minimum of 75% of the required coursework. A grade of an “I” will only 

be assigned when the conditions for completions have been discussed and agreed upon by the 
instructor and the student. 

 



Academic Policies 
Note that the OC Student Handbook states (page 32) that “[i]n cases of academic dishonesty, the instructor 
has the authority to impose appropriate scholastic penalties. Complaints or appeals of disciplinary sanctions 
may be filed in accordance with the college due process procedure. Copies of the college due process 
procedure are available in the office of The Director of Student Life (CC104).”  
 
For more information on your rights and responsibilities as a student at Odessa College, please refer to the 
following: The 411 of OC: Student Handbook 2012-2013; Student Rights & Responsibilities 
http://www.odessa.edu/dept/studenthandbook/handbook.pdf 

Scholastic Dishonesty 
Scholastic dishonesty shall constitute a violation of these rules and regulations and is punishable as 
prescribed by board policies. Scholastic dishonesty shall include, but not be limited to, cheating on a test, 
plagiarism and collusion.  
 
"Cheating on a test" shall include: 
Copying from another student's test paper 
Using test materials not authorized by the person administering the test. 
Collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during a test without permission from the test 
administrator. 
Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing or soliciting, in whole or in part, the contents of an unadministered 
test. 
The unauthorized transporting or removal, in whole or in part, of the contents of the unadministered test. 
Substituting for another student, or permitting another student to substitute for one's self, to take a test. 
Bribing another person to obtain an unadministered test or information about an unadministered test. 
"Plagiarism" shall be defined as the appropriating, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means 
another's work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one's own written work. 
"Collusion" shall be defined as the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work 
for fulfillment of course requirements. (Source: Odessa College Student Handbook 2012-2013, page 29-30) 
 
Special Populations/Disability Services/Learning Assistance 
Odessa College complies with Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you have any special needs or issues pertaining to your access to and 
participation in this or any other class at Odessa College, please feel free to contact me to discuss your 
concerns. You may also call the Office of Disability services at 432-335-6861 to request assistance and 
accommodations. 

Odessa College affirms that it will provide access to programs, services and activities to qualified individuals 
with known disabilities as required by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), unless doing so poses an undue hardship or 
fundamentally alters the nature of the program or activity Disabilities may include hearing, mobility or visual 
impairments as well as hidden disabilities such as chronic medical conditions (arthritis, cancer, diabetes, 
heart disease, kidney disorders, lupus, seizure disorders, etc.), learning disabilities or psychiatric or 
emotional disabilities. A student who comes to Odessa College with diagnosed disabilities which may 
interfere with learning may receive accommodations when the student requests them and submits proper 
documentation of the diagnosis. A Request for Accommodations form and guidelines for beginning the 
request process are available in the OC Help Center or on the Odessa College web site at 
http://www.odessa.edu/dept/counseling/disabilities/index.htm. The college strives to provide a complete and 
appropriate range of services for students with disabilities such as assistance with testing, registration, 
information on adaptive and assistive equipment, tutoring, assistance with access and accommodations for 
the classroom where appropriate. For information regarding services, students with disabilities should 
contact the Office of Disability Services in the OC Help Center located in Room 204 of the Student Union 
Building or call 432-335-6433. (Source: Odessa College Catalog of Courses 2012-2013, page 52) 

http://www.odessa.edu/dept/studenthandbook/handbook.pdf
http://www.odessa.edu/dept/counseling/disabilities/index.htm


 
Expectations for Engagement – Face to Face Learning 
 
To help make the learning experience fulfilling and rewarding, the following Expectations for Engagement 
provide the parameters for reasonable engagement between students and instructors for the learning 
environment. Students and instructors are welcome to exceed these requirements. 
 
Reasonable Expectations of Engagement for Instructors 
 

1. As an instructor, I understand the importance of clear, timely communication with my students. In 
order to maintain sufficient communication, I will 

• provided my contact information at the beginning of the syllabus; 
• respond to all messages in a timely manner through telephone, email, or next classroom 

contact; and, 
• notify students of any extended times that I will be unavailable and provide them with 

alternative contact information (for me or for my supervisor) in case of emergencies during 
the time I’m unavailable. 

 
2. As an instructor, I understand that my students will work to the best of their abilities to fulfill the 

course requirements. In order to help them in this area, I will 
• provide clear information about grading policies and assignment requirements in the 

course syllabus, and 
• communicate any changes to assignments and/or to the course calendar to students as 

quickly as possible. 
 

3. As an instructor, I understand that I need to provide regular, timely feedback to students about their 
performance in the course. To keep students informed about their progress, I will 

• return classroom activities and homework within one week of the due date and 
• provide grades for major assignments within 2 weeks of the due date or at least 3 days 

before the next major assignment is due, whichever comes first. 
 

Reasonable Expectations of Engagement for Students 
 

1. As a student, I understand that I am responsible for keeping up with the course. To help with this, I 
will 

• attend the course regularly and line up alternative transportation in case my primary 
means of transportation is unavailable; 

• recognize that the college provides free wi-fi, computer labs, and library resources during 
regular campus hours to help me with completing my assignments; and, 

• understand that my instructor does not have to accept my technical issues as a legitimate 
reason for late or missing work if my personal computer equipment or internet service is 
unreliable. 
 

2. As a student, I understand that it is my responsibility to communicate quickly with the instructor any 
issue or emergency that will impact my involvement with or performance in the class. This includes, 
but is not limited to, 

• missing class when a major test is planned or a major assignment is due; 
• having trouble submitting assignments; 
• dealing with a traumatic personal event; and, 
• having my work or childcare schedule changed so that my classroom attendance is 

affected. 
 

3. As a student, I understand that it is my responsibility to understand course material and 
requirements and to keep up with the course calendar. While my instructor is available for help and 
clarification, I will 

• seek out help from my instructor and/or from tutors; 
• ask questions if I don’t understand; and, 
• attend class regularly to keep up with assignments and announcements. 
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